
Lucite International’s Cassel Site at Billingham on Teesside is set to be the 

new  location for the manufacture of a key electric battery component.
 
M itsubishi Chemical Corporation (M CC), a sister company of Lucite International w ithin 
the M itsubishi Chemical H oldings G roup, has chosen the site to begin the manufacture in 
Europe of electrolyte, the active ingredient in Li-ion batteries.

Subject to planning approval from Stockton Borough Council, a new  batch blending plant 
w ill be built next year on the Cassel site. M CC is planning a capacity of 10,000 tonnes of 
product a year.

The investment is supported by a £250,000 grant from O ne N orth East and the U K 
D epartment for Business Innovation and Skills (BIS). 

The project w ill create a number of permanent jobs in the operation of the plant and also 
sustain jobs in the supply chain including the transport, logistics and plant maintenance 
sectors. 

Thornaby-based K H ome International Limited has been appointed to provide the 
engineering design, procurement and construction management services to M CC 
and, subject to planning and regulatory approvals being granted, construction w ork is 
expected to begin early next year w ith the plant operational in the fourth quarter.

Phil Bailey, Cassel Site D irector at Lucite International, said:  “W e are delighted and honoured 
that Cassel has been selected for this major investment in the green economy.
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“It is a very exciting development, show ing 
the bene�ts of being part of one of the 
largest chemical groups in the w orld, and 
represents a major vote of con�dence in the 
skills and experience available on Teesside.

“W e have w orked closely w ith M CC to help 
them secure this investment and I w ould 
like to thank the various agencies and the 
local �rms that have helped us put together 
project estimates in such a short time – a true 
testament to the teamw ork that exists in the 
engineering and process industries here on 
Teesside.” 

Ben Inoue, D irector of O verseas Projects for 
M itsubishi Chemical Corporation, said: “The 
skills of the w orkforce on Teesside plus the 
excellent infrastructure that exists in the 
area w ere major factors in deciding w here to 
make this strategic investment.” 

www.lucite.com

www.mitsubishichemical.com
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Parliamentary discussion 
w ill lead to joint actions 
w ith N EPIC

N EPIC held its Annual Parliamentary M eeting 
in W estminster on W ednesday 8th D ecember. 
Attended by a group of 39 senior industrialists 
and local M Ps, discussions focused upon the 
future of our vital process sector, w ith particular 
emphasis placed on the low  carbon future of 
these industries.

The industry experts, represented companies 
such as SABIC, PD  Ports, N orthumbrian W ater, 
CPI, ConocoPhillips, G row how  and H untsman, 
and raised the issues of energy prices, 
energy stability and availability, as w ell as the 
subject of the formation of Local Enterprise 
Partnerships, and how  business investment w ill 
be supported into the future.

Re�ecting the importance of the Process Sector 
to the w hole north east economy, there w ere 
18 politicians from across the region involved. 
This includes G overnment M inister G reg Clarke 
and H ouse of Lords Representatives Lord Bates, 
Lord Shipman and Lord Foster. M P’s included 
N ick Brow n (N ew castle East), H elen G oodman 
(Bishop Auckland), Alex Cunningham 
(Stockton N orth), James W harton (Stockton 
South) and Ian Sw ales (Redcar). M any M Ps 
representing Tyne and W ear, County D urham 
and N orthumberland constituencies w ere also 
in attendance.

Tom Blenkinsop (M iddlesbrough South &  
East Cleveland) and BO C - Linde’s M anaging 
D irector M ike H uggon jointly Chaired the 
meeting, w hich had a w ide ranging agenda 
from the regulatory burden on SM Es, energy 
policy, competiveness, innovation and 
encouraging investment into the region. 
Several issues arising from the discussions are 
to be taken forw ard jointly by the industrialists 
and M P’s, w ith a heavy focus on encouraging 
investments in the region. These projects 
include:

Air Products are planning to build a 49M W  
renew able pow er plant to be located at the 
Reclamation Pond site (adjacent to the N orth 
Tees Chemical Complex) and now  part of the 
N ew  Energy and Technology Business Park, 
near Billingham. The plant w ill use advanced 
gasi�cation technology to convert w aste w hich 
w ould otherw ise be land-�lled to generate 
electricity for up to 50,000 homes in the N orth 
East.

PYReco are using advanced patented pyrolysis 
techniques to break dow n end of life tyres back 
to their component parts of carbon black, oil, 
gas and steel for sale into new  applications. 
Currently used tyres are incinerated or used 
in land�ll, Pyreco’s new  process signi�cantly 
reduces the environmental impact of 
automobile tyres and it w ill be extended to 
other industrial rubber w aste.

Ineos Bio are planning to build a facility w hich w ill produce 24,000 tonnes per year, of carbon-
neutral road transport fuel, and generate more than 3M W  of clean electricity from over 100,000 
tonnes per year of biodegradable household and commercial w aste. This w ould otherw ise 
have been throw n aw ay to land�ll. The renew able fuel, produced through a combination of 
gasi�cation and bacterial activity w ill meet the biofuel requirement of around 250,000 vehicles 
per year.

Sembcorp, w ho are already operating a 30M W  biomass �red pow er station, are planning to 
build a new  £200m energy from w aste facility in conjunction w ith SITA at its W ilton site.
Impetus W aste has received G overnment funding to redevelop the N ew  Energy and Technology 
Business Park near Billingham. This project w ill reclaim industrial land to provide a platform to 
attract new  green projects to the Tees Valley w ith the provision of infrastructure, facilities and 
expertise to run new  plants.

Progress has also been made follow ing a recent visit to the region by Lord H enley, Parliamentary 
U nder Secretary of State in the D epartment of Environment, Food and Rural A¦airs (D EFRA). 
N EPIC has secured an important meeting for the region in January, to discuss how  societal w aste 
can be utilised as a raw  material for industrial projects.

D r Stan H iggins, CEO  of N EPIC commented: “It is especially important that politicians, 
industrialists and local communities w ork together to w in signi�cant investment projects for 
industry. W ithout continued rejuvenation and grow th, the region’s infrastructure w ill become 
less competitive and w ill be unlikely to be attractive to new  investors”.


